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Biology education and outreach activities using replica specimens of mammalian
skulls
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Abstract

I made replica specimen of mammal skulls which were collected in Ishinomaki City, northern Japan,
for biology education and outreach activities. I used the replica specimen at student experiments in
FY2025, in which I asked the students to sketch the replica specimen of sika deer and raccoon dogs, to
describe the morphological differences between them, and to consider the factors that caused these
differences. I also collected students” opinions about the use of the replicas for the program. I and mem-
ber of the “skeletal specimen club” together hold several workshops on animal bones, in which we gave
the replica specimen as souvenir. I believe that communication through skeletal specimens, including
replica, can be a good opportunity to get local people to think about neighboring wildlife, and about

human-wildlife conflicts.
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