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Abstract

The author argues that contemporary education must focus on developing competencies, building on
a foundation of literacy, and suggests using commercial (business) education as a key vehicle. The shift
into the post-industrial, or postmodern, era has been characterized by the rise of “self-realization” as a
norm and the dissolution of “grand narratives” into countless “small non-narratives”. This has led to the
“fast-track knowledge” trend, where liberal arts education risks being driven by students’ personal
anxieties about career competitiveness. Although commercial education has declined as a vocational
track, it remains a fertile ground for fostering competencies. Competency, defined as the ability to iden-
tify problems, plan solutions, and act collaboratively, is a powerful tool for self-realization in a world
without grand narratives. The author proposes that non-specialist commercial education content should
be considered for re-use, perhaps as a resource to strengthen the currently struggling “Integrated

Study of Inquiry” time, mandated since 2022.
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