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First record of the invasive alien species, raccoon (Procyon lotor),
in Ishinomaki City, Miyagi Prefecture, northern Japan

Yamato TSUJI' and Takahiro TAKAHASHI'

LDepartmnt of Biological Sciences, Faculty of Science and Engineering, Ishinomaki Senshu University,
1 Shin-Mito, Minami-zakai, Ishinomaki, Miyagi 986-8580, Japan

Abstract

We found a road-killed raccoon (Procyon lotor), an invasive alien species, in Ishinomaki City, in De-
cember 2023. This was a first record of the raccoon in northern part of Miyagi Prefecture. If the raccoons
expand their distribution and reproduce there, inter-specific competition with native mammals, such as
raccoon dogs, over resources, and predation on native fish and waterfowls would increase and deterio-
rate biodiversity. Besides, damage to agricultural crops and risk of transmitting zoonotic diseases are
concerned. The raccoons use attic and sheds as their dens and cause unpleasant odor and noise. Author-
ities of Ishinomaki City and neighboring cities/towns, and of Miyagi Prefecture need to share informa-
tion about raccoons and to take effective measures on this issue.
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