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Abstract

It is important to obtain multi element levels in food samples of wild animals for their conservation.
Several reports on behavior and estimations of nutritional intake for wild Japanese macaques (Macaca
Jfuscata), endemic species in Japan, have been published. Though primates need trace elements in addi-
tion to basic nutritional terms (e.g., protein and energy), there have been less information on their in-
take of trace elements from natural foods. Y. Tsuji collected 121 species of food of 17 female wild maca-
ques inhabiting Kinkasan Island, Ishinomaki, Miyagi in 2004-2005. Kinkasan is isolated from main island
about 0.7 km away, and there are no residents. Intake of trace elements can be estimated by subtracting
amounts of elements in feces from those of foods. Trace elements in 25 of 121 food samples were analy-
zed by neutron activation using JRR-3 (Japan Research Reactor No.3, Japan Atomic Energy Agency,

Ibaraki, Japan).
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