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Abstract

We conducted a behavioral study of crows (Corvus spp.) in urban (Sendai) and suburb (Ishinomaki)
areas in Miyagi Prefecture between May and December 2020. We examined seasonal change and region-
al variation in 1) species composition and 2) activity budgets of crows. We recorded jungle crows (C.
macrorhynchos) and carrion crows (C. corone) in both sites, but the former were recorded more fre-
quently in Sendai. In Ishinomaki, rooks (C. frugilegus) were also recorded in fall. Activity budgets of C.
macrorhynchos were stable across seasons and sites, while those of C. corone showed clear seasonality
and regional variations. This implied that the C. corone has behavioral plasticity in response to their
habitat condition. Environmental damages caused by crows, such as crop feeding and scattering of gar-
bage, have been serious problem in Japan. Our finding would be useful information for the damage re-

duction.
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