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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the issue of transmission of local culture from the perspective
of adult and community education research in Japan. In educational research, the concepts of "local cul-
ture” and "transmission" have been examined in the fields of educational thought and sociology of educa-
tion (Ch.1). In adult and community education research, Koya Kitada (1928-2019) has pioneered the
issue of local culture since the 1970s. (Ch.2). At the local culture subcommittee (1971-) of the annual
meeting of the Japan Association for Promotion of Social Education (JAPSE), in which Kitada partici-
pated, local culture transmission has been attracting attention year by year. Its creative and critical
aspects were particularly emphasized (Ch.3). From the above, we should pay attention to the following
points to study the transmission of local culture in adult and community education research. 1. The
cultural content that should be transmitted is not fixedly grasped but is regarded as communication be-
tween the transmitting and the receiving sides. 2. We cannot ignore the politics of culture. 3. How do we
think about the educational system that supports local cultural traditions? 4. As Kitada focused on the
innovative aspects of tradition, how do we think about cultural changes in the transmission process?
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