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Abstract

Stock number of camels and productions of camel milk and camel meat in the world in 2008 were
reviewed based on a database (FAOSTAT) by Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAQ) published in December, 2009. The stock number of camels increased from ca. 13 mil-
lion in 1961 to ca. 25 million in 2008, by approximately 90%. Camels in leading 3 countries, i.e.
Somalia, Sudan and Ethiopia, accounted for 1/2 of world camel population. The stock number of
one-humped camels has been increasing, where that of two-humped camels has been decreasing.
Somalia, Ethiopia, Mali, Sudan, Saudi Arabia were leading camel milk producing countries. Per
camel production of milk in Saudi Arabia and Qatar exceeded 300 kg/year. Per capita production
of camel milk in Somalia in 2008 of approximately 100 kg/vear accounted for ca. 1/4 of human die-
tary protein requirement in this country. This amount by far exceeded those in other counties.
Sudan, Somalia, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Kenya were leading camel meat producing countries. Per
camel production of meat in Nigeria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait exceeded 100 kg. Since the
theoretical maximum production of carcass should not exceed 100 kg per camel, it is likely that the
above four countries imported live camels to slaughter. Per capita production of camel meat in
Mauritania was 18.8 kg/year and accounted for ca. 1/4 of human dietary protein requirement in
this country. The above statements based on state-based statistics, and therefore, the importance
of camels and camel products should be more significant in semi-dry and dry regions, where camels
are the dominating livestock. This study was partly supported by KAKENHI 21221011.  Another
part of this study was carried out under the cooperative research with a research project A Study
of Human Subsistence Ecosystems in Arab Societies: To Combat Livelihood Degradation for the
Post-oil Era” (Project Leader: Hiroshi Nawata, Research Period: 2008-2013), Research Institute for
Humanity and Nature (RIHN), Japan.
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Fig. 1 Number of camels in 2008 (top) and 1961 (bottom). Data from FAO (2009).



[EETOS /9y DERRHESIFHABLIUS I THOEE]

Mauritania 1260

Somalia
Western Sahara 1 1385
Niger

Sudan

Mongolia

Mali

Djibouti

Chad

United Arab Emirates
Oman

Ethiopia

Kenya

Tunisia

Yemen

Eritrea

Qatar

Saudi Arabia
Kazakhstan

Algeria

Turkmenistan

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Afghanistan

Pakistan

Iran, Islamic Republic of

Kuwait
Morocco 20
Egypt | g0
Bahrain
Syrian Arab Republic

1
4
1
3
Burkina Faso |}
Jordan |2
Israel |}
Uzbekistan | '
India

Senegal

=Tl

L]
o

Irag

China

Nigeria

Lebanon
Kyrgyzstan
Russian Federation
Namibia
Azerbaijan

Ukraine

Turkey

OND O 000 O 9 O -0 00 -0

Tajikistan
USSR

] 500 1000 1500
Fig. 2 Number of camels per 1,000 humans in 2008 (top) and 1961 (bottom). Data from FAQ (2009).
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Fig. 3 Changes in human population from 1961 to 2008 (times). Data from FAO (2009).
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Fig. 4 Camel milk production in 2008 (t). Data from FAO (2009).
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Fig. 5 Meat (top) and milk {bottom) production from camels in 2008 (kg/camel). Data from FAO (2009).
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Fig. 6 Per capita production of camel milk in 2008 (kg/capita). Data from FAO (2009).
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Fig. 7 Camel meat production in 2008 (t). Data from FAO (2009).
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Fig. 8 Per capita production of camel meat in 2008 (kg/capita). Data from FAQ (2009).
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