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Main use of camels and recent transition of productions of camel milk and

camel meat in major

camel-rearing countries

Takashi SAKATA

Abstract

Data on the number of livestocks, amount an

d price of milk and meat of various livestock species

were downloaded from FAO databases to clarify (1) the national tendency in terms of the use of
camels for milk and meat production, (2) economic value of camel milk and camel meat relative to
those of other species, and (3) changes in the amount and proportion of milk and meat of various

livestock species.
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Figure 1 Top 15 camel-rearing countries in the world in 2008. Data based on FAOSTAT<5).
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Figure 2 Productivity in pastoral systems in arid and semi-arid tropical Africa*"’.
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Table 1 Ratio of [milk (kg/camel) /meat (kg/camel)] in
2008. Data based on FAOSTAT©.

Both Milk Meat milk+meat<20 kg
Algeria 3 Somalia 21 Russia 0.2 Senegal
Niger 3 Chad 15 Iraq 0.2 Kazakhstan
Sudan 3 Ethiopia 12 Egypt 0.0 Oman
UAE 3 Djibouti 9 Kuwait 0.0 Tunisia
Saudi Arabia 2 Mali 7 Bahrain 0.0 Iran
Morocco 2 Yemen 7 Nigeria 0.0 Turkey
Afghanistan 2 Eritrea 7 Jordan 0.0 W Sahara
Mauritania 1.2 Syria
Kenya 1.0 Burkina Faso
China 0.9 Israel
Tunisia 0.7
Mongolia 0.7
Uzbekistan 0.6
Libya 0.5
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Figure 3 Price (USD/t) of milk of various species in 1961 (closed bars) and 2008 (open bars). Data based on FAOSTAT®.
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Figure 4 Price (USD/t) of meat of various species in 1961 (closed bars) and 2008 (open bars). Data based on FAOSTAT®.
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Figure 5 Milk production from various livestock species in major camel-rearing countries
from 1961 to 2009. Upper panel: absolute amount (t). Lower panel: proportion.
Data from FAOSTAT database®.
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Figure 5 (continued)



wE &

Sudan
8,000,000 Camal
= EE e W Sheep
1] .. Goat

4,000,000

6162636465 6667686970717273747576777879 80 81828384 8586 878889909192 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09

Camal
W W EE Sheep
- . Goat

100% | —

50% |

1 Cow
0% ! ! 10 :
616263 646566676869 70717273747576777879 80 8182 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09
Ethiopia
2,000,000
heep
oat
1,000,000
100%
50% Cow
%
616263 64656667686970717273747576777879 80818283 848586 8788 89 90 9192 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09
Chad
300,000
200,000
100,000
0
100%
EEEE O
- - Goat
50%

- Cow

0% | ! 1 1
61626364 65666768 69707172737475767778 798081828384 8586878889 9091929394 9596 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09

Mongolia
600,000

400,000

200,000 — = ==

0
61626364 656667686970717273747576777879 80818283 848586878889 9091929394 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09

100% s v
50% | ! ! ! 1 ] X
' : : ' 1 : 1 : : [ cow
" . . | I ]
616263 646566676860 70 71727374 7576 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91929394 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09

Figure 5 (continued)
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Figure 5 (continued)
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Figure 5 (continued)
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Table 2 The top milk-producing animal in main camel-
rearing countries in 1961 and 2009.
Animal 1961 2009
Ethiopia, Sudan, Ethiopia, Sudan,
Cattle Mauritania, Kenya, Mauritania, Kenya,
Chad, Yemen, Algeria, Chad, Yemen, Algeria,
Qatar, Mongolia Mongolia
Mali, Saudi Arabia,
Niger, Djibouti, China
Camel UAE, Djibouti UAE, Somalia
Sheep Saudi Arabia
Goat Somalia, Mali, Niger Qatar
Buffalo  China Yemen
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Figure 6 Meat production from various livestock species in major camel-rearing countries
from 1961 to 2009. Upper panel: absolute amount (t). Lower panel: proportion.
Data from FAOSTAT database‘®
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Figure 6 (continued)
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Figure 6 (continued)
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Table 3 The top meat-producing animal in main camel-
rearing countries in 1961 and 2009.

1961 2009

Mauritania, W. Sahara, Mauritania, W. Sahara,

Animal

Cattle Mongolia, Mali, Sudan, Mali, Sudan, Niger,
Niger, Ethiopia Ethiopia,
Somalia, Djibouti,
Afghanistan
Camel UAE, W. Sahara W. Sahara
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, .
Sheep Afghanistan Mongolia,
Goat Somalia, Djibouti
Poulir UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Y Algeria
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Table 4 Changes in the relative importance of camel milk
and camel meat among milk and meat from vari-
ous livestocks between 1961 and 2009.
Milk Meat
Iner q Somalia, Mauritania, Somalia, Mauritania,
ereased  Mali, Niger Mali, Niger
Saudi Arabia, UAE, g 4 Arabia, UAE,
Decreased  Ethiopia, Sudan, Moneoli
Algeria, China ongola
Little W. Sahara, Sudan,
change Kenya, Chad, Yemen Diibouti
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