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Abstract
Shell length, height, width and condition index ((soft tissue weight X 100) /total weight) of
cockle (Austrovenus stutchburyi) were investigated and compared between intertidal seagrass and
sandflat in Otago Harbor from June to August 2014. Compared to the sandflat data, size of the
shell (length, height and width) were significantly small and condition index was large in

intertidal seagrass.
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Fig. 1 Changes of frequency distribution of shell length in Austrovenus
stutchburyi between intertidal seagrass and sandflat.

Table 1. Shell length, height, width and condition index (mean=®SD), in Austrovenus stutchburyi
between intertidal seagrass and sandflat.
Total number  Shell length  Shell Height ~ Shell width ~ Condition index
(n) (mm) (mm) (mm) (%)
seagrass 728 30.9%£6.0 26.31+5.2 19.5+4.2 16.4£3.0
sandflat 579 33.67.0* 28.7%£5.9% 21.8%+5.0* 15.56£3.2*

(*) indicate a statistical difference at the significance level of P<0.05.
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