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Abstract

Dutch East Indies supplied more than 90% of quinine, the most important drug to prevent and treat
malaria in 1930s. Therefore, the Japanese occupation of Dutch East Indies in March 1942 had a drastic
impact on the global supply of quinine. Diplomatic records archived in Japan Center for Asian Historical
Records (JACAR) show how the then Japanese government made diplomatic use of quinine produced in
Indonesia to befriend countries under Japanese umbrella and neutral countries. This article chronologi-
cally ordered records in JACAR archive, made them more legible for modern readers, and added neces-
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sary information as footnotes.
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