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EXENS (KB

Necessity is the mother of innovation )
—School teachers need to be updated to cope with coronavirus pandemic—

K IS (B (P2 FEFEBEERAEREE)

The spring this year in Japan was like no
other. The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, swept
away all Japanese traditional educational practices.
No kids dressed in new school uniforms walking
to school with their smiling parents aside, no
photographs under the cherry blossoms in
full bloom at the corner of school field, no
commencement in March, no orientation in April,
the traditional markers of the Japanese academic
year. Schools in April are usually vibrant
with many welcoming events by seniors and
extracurricular activities, followed by class photo
sessions and medical check-ups. Instead, schools
fell completely silent. There was no laughter of
students or the sound of chalk running on the
blackboard. It was as if schools across Japan had
fallen in a deep sound sleep even during the
daytime. Only sound did I hear was the clacking
sounds of my business shoes that resonate eerily in
a hall way.

Almost all Japanese schools were forced to
close down under the state of emergency issued by
the Japanese government. To reduce a risk of
students and teachers being infected with COVID-
19 and prevent the novel virus from spreading
further across the entire archipelago, school
officials demanded that all faculty and students
stay at home and take enough health protection
measures, avoiding 3Cs(closed spaces, crowded
places, and close-contact settings). The sudden
disruptions caused by the virus have changed both
teacher’s and student’s lives in many ways. The
coronavirus pandemic shed the light on the gap
between schools which have the access to the
Internet and don’t. The sudden school closure also
gave a great impetus to the necessity of online
learning.

It is never easy to teach or learn virtually,
especially when neither educators nor learners have
had experience of distant learning programs. All
teachers must prepare for the second wave and
third wave of the infections since no vaccine is yet
widely available at the time this article is written.
The constant trial and error of online teaching
has taught me some important lessons. Here are
some things I wish I had learned in my college
days to help me deal with the challenges that the
coronavirus pandemic presents:

1. Basic computer editing skills (making handouts
and power point slides, voice recordings)

2. Public speaking skills (making eye-contact[s],
good posture when speaking, voice projection)

3. Knowing how to utilize online learning tools in
a timely and efficient manner (starting zoom
lessons, uploading some materials on a learning
platform, collecting and evaluating students’ work
online)

1. Basic computer editing skills

Preparations for online learning is slightly
different from the ones for actual classes at school.
Since traditional “chalk and talk” methods do not
work online, the approach must be modified;
everything must be digitalized. Teachers in a virtual
classroom at least should be able to “upload” a file
instead of passing on paper handouts, “record”
your voice instead of giving a talk in class,
and “make some slides” instead of writing on a

blackboard.

Some of you might think that modern
teachers need to be tech-savvy. However, that is not
always the case. Some teachers prefer spending
much time adding fancy visual effects on their
shootings but they end up cutting their time
for video editing due to their demanding class
schedule. Simplification might be a key in order for
your online class to be sustainable and successful.

2. Public speaking skills

Even in virtual classroom settings, teachers
have to be careful with the way they behave and
they deliver their voice. Volume check is required
each time you shoot a video or start an online live
lesson. Teacher’s voice should be clear enough so
that students will feel comfortable listening.

Your video should be no longer than ten
minutes because the shorter your video becomes,
the more convenient to edit and retake the video.
Another reason is that students, most of whom
grow up with TV games and YouTube, tend to skip
some parts of the lecture once they find it boring
or unmeaningful. Short videos also are effective
and time-saving in that it would not take much time
to upload if the file size is relatively small and that
the screen is less likely to freeze when students
view the content. Too much online lecturing can be
a burden for learners and the network. Teachers
must admit that in-person instructions cannot be
replicated effectively online.

3. Knowing how to utilize online learning tools in
a timely and efficient manner

Knowing how to use online learning tools is
one thing. Being able to actually use them in a real
situation is quite another. I knew there are many
useful online educational resources, but I had no
idea how these tools would fit together and work
for my students before this health crisis. It would
be a great advantage if you are familiar with online
learning tools in advance and swiftly incorporate
them at your school in the event of another school
closure.

It is greatly advised to make sure that your
online learning tool does not violate the school
policy. You also must obtain permissions from the
school principal and guardians especially when it
charges money to use. If you wish to use the tool
across the board at the school, teamwork with your
colleagues will be indispensable.

Last, but not the least, a distant learning
program is based on the premise that all households
are connected to the Internet and all students have
their personal device at school and home. When
all educational institutions move ahead for
online learning without checking the networking
environment of each household, there is always a
certain number of students who will be left behind
and they will fall victim to this drastic educational
reform. Teachers need to be updated in accordance
with the diversified needs of each student. No one
should be left behind just because they cannot go
to school or they do not have their personal device.
In these unprecedented times, school teachers are
asked to reimagine their essential role as a teacher
and deal with the evolving situations of the
coronavirus far more flexibly.
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