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The new education guidelines of Japanese government and impacts on teaching civie instruction
parts of social studies
JIN, Yoko : KANAGAWA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

The new government's teaching guidelines have been revised and announced by the Ministry of Edu-
cation, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. It puts stress on developing children’s “capacity to
live”, which also stated on the previous guidelines, and on the importance of their getting some of the
knowledge and skills essential for full participation in society, which had been assessed by “OECD
Programme for International Student Assessment”. There are some impacts on teachers in variety con-
texts.

Social studies teachers will be influenced by the revision in two major impacts. First, a way of teach-
ing needs to be changed or do with ingenuity. Teaching social studies has been a tendency to be exces-
sive emphasis passive and rote learning because Japanese schools are always conscious of university
entrance examinations. It should be modified to be a teaching way participatory regarding the new
guidelines, which points that school education should develop children’s capacities concerning
thought, judgment and expression. Secondly, governments have intended to introduce Law-Related
Education into school curriculums for social studies according to the guidelines which were reflected a
report of Central Education Council and a report of Working Group for Law-Related Education.
Though constitutional education has been included in school curriculums, Law-Related Education in
the guidelines are mainly indicated citizen judge education and consumer education.

Adapting teaching social studies to the new guidelines should be challenging for teachers. In this es-
say, I reviewed some important changes of social studies in the new guidelines and pointed some is-
sues concerning especially new Law-Related Education and existing constitutional education.
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A study on a present state and the problems of Moral Education applying Educational Pro-

grams

MORITA, Shirou : SEITOKU University

Now we are facing the high need to reform the contents of Moral Education in school seftings.

In this article, we take a general view about a present state of Moral Education with applying

Educational programs. We also try to describe each role of Programs and Curriculum in Moral

Education in school settings. Here, we conceptualize “Programs” with focusing on it’s exclu-

sive nature to the “uncertainness” in the learning process.

Then, suggestions in reforming

Moral Education and further problems are discussed.
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The analysis of contents of new national curriculum guideline and moral education, and basic
thought of The Central Council of Education’s summary of the deliberation of its curriculum section
(the 7th November in 2007).
TAGUCHI, Yasuaki : Kagoshima Prefectural College

In March, 2008, the national curriculum guideline was revised. This guideline has same contents in-
cluded in the summary of deliberation of the curriculum section which was a branch of the Central
Council of Education (November 7th in 2007). This summary stresses ‘Japanese schooling has not
played sufficient role of fostering of children’s spiritual wealth and sound bodies, though the real de-
cline of educational ability both of families and local communities”.
. “Enhancement of moral education” which is main improvement matter of educational contents aims
to foster “morality of Japanese people with independency.”, And it stresses that “it is important for
school, family and local community to play each role of them , and to make their cooperation” More-
over, it is pointed that the teaching in the hour for moral education of elementary and junior high
Schools has been made a ruin over time. Then the Summary indicates the important points of teaching
at each school, and discusses about making and using of textbook of moral education.
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On the some points at issue of the relationship between school and community (Part I )

MINEI, Masaya : SENSHU University

1t is the purpose of this paper to analyze a new type of school management system such as

“a community school” which is proposed in the Report of “17 Proposals for Changing Edu-

cation” of The National Commission on Educational Reform and “a school governing body

system” initiative which is presented in the Manifest 2009 of The Democratic Party, and

compare two systems in Japan.
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