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Japan takes in relatively few visitors each year, especially when compared
with holiday hot spots globally. Statistically speaking, it might not he
experiencing overtourism at all.

The country, with its population of about 125 million, received 25 million
international travelers in 2023. That’s 0.2 tourists per capita®. The ratio
peaked in 2019 at about 0.25.  France, with 100 million visitors a year, gets Il 5
tourists per capita; Greece, 3.4; Portugal, 2.5; and Spain, 1.8, To achieve
Buropean-level tourism, Japan would have to take in another 100 million
people annually.  “Japan does not have too many foreign tourists,” said Terrie
Lloyd, founder of Japan Travel.

In some ways, it’s an unfair comparison. Freedom of movement in the

7]
European Union and efficient ground and short-distance transportation make

quick cross—bofder hops easy in the region, raising international arrival
numbers. Japan's small geographical area and the fact that it is a
mountainous chain of islands are also factors ( -7 ) to the perception of
overtourism, as far less land is available to accommodate people visiting than in
countries larger and with flatter land. Still, the numbers being achieved in
Japan are not at all extraordinary, and the level of concern about tourism,
which has reached a peak in recent months, is notable { 77 ) the 1‘ciétively
small number of visitors.

The sense of overtourism in Japan ( may in part be a function of the rate of
e

change. The country went from 6.2 million international visitor arrivals in
2011 to 31.9 million in 2019, in part driven by intense official promotion
efforts. It was a tourism revolution that  caught much of the country off

@
guard, and that has been a shock to the system in terms of infrastructure and
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society itself.

In certain specific areas, “visitor capacity” may have been reached, said
Daniel Gschwind, a professor at Griffith University’s tourism institute in
Australia. Spots that become the focus of attention on social media are more
likely to be full of foreign guests. “Say a particular location in front of a
mountain or on a lake or a river is promoted as the ‘it’ shot, suddenly those
places can be overwhelmed,” Gschwind said.  Shibuya’s scramble crossing,
Ameyoko in Ueno and Sensoji Temple in Asakusa are crowded with foreign
visitors: Many are drawn to these places by online posts. Certain viewing
spots for Mount Fuji are famously packed, as are Kiyomizu Temple and any
number of trending sites in Kyoto. |

“The infrastructure of the country was built for 150 million people or more,
and in my opinion, there is still plenty of capacity to host them. The problem
is that the foreipn tourists are all going to the ( % ) locations at the
( 77 ) time,” said Lloyd.

Japan may be both experiencing overtourism in some places and

(*witncssing the opposite in others. Much of the country remains relatively
)

empty due to depopulation™ and the herd instinet™ of social media-led tourists.
Rural Japan, secondary cities, less-fashionable prefectures, and even some
neighborhoods of Tokyo are notable for their { 77 ) of outsiders.

The definition of overtourism is very much up for debate. What is
becoming clear is that it is Iess about numbers, absolute or relative, and more
about the overall effect on a society. By this measure, even the most packed
parts of Japan are doing well, tourism proponents™ argue. It's not so much
about whét is happening in isolation, they say, but about the net benefit™ that
the place derives from the activity. “I think this idea of overcrowding ... it
exists. But is it such a serious problem for Kyoto? I don’t think it’s that
serious,” Lloyd said. “(;TAS much as people complain about overcrowding in
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Kyoto, I can tell you that the car dealerships in Kyoto are doing booming
business. There arc plenty of people who are benefiting from what’s going on
there.”

The Japanese government is aiming for 60 million visitors by the end of the
decade, which would bring visitors to about 0.5 per capita, still { = ) by
European standards.

Hi{#  “Japan doesn’t have too many tourists, statistics suggest. It just feels
that way,” by Elizabeth Beattie. The Japan Times, July 11, 2024, (—#8
)
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il : “Light pollution:  Everything you need to know,”by Bridget Reed

1.

Marawski. World Economic Forum, January 25, 2023, (—&RiNZ)

ZH (7 ) & (4 ) KASHEOMEAELELELTROEY RS
DEO~@OHH 5 1 2R, 2OFRSZHEERE | 12 ([K¥—-TLi
Sy,

7 it (4) unless
(7) unless (1) less

@© O if ) more

@
@ ) unless ) more @

ST (Y ) RASBRLETNALO2O~@0HHS 1 DRY, 20

weelRERM] 13 |ICN—T a3,

@ confused @ exchanged @ affected @ associated

. FRE (@ TR0 LTEDENRLOZO~@ODOmA s 1 D%

0, FOHSEMEM | 14 | IEV—TLE0n,

O HRAE SO A % AR AIZ &0 S W IR
@ HLZVEHADIESPEDRBI LS ENHE
Q) #HRINTWEHBZEOE/IME
@ HEIBINTWDLHL SOBAM
10 —



4, FHEE &) O

72l

EBElE L TRELDBENELDZD~@Q0HH 5 1 Y,

B
FOHRSEREE ! 15 | ITV—T LS 0,

D
@

€)
@

A row of strectlights shines with shields to direct the light downward.
A doctor shines a bright light on a patient’s affected area in the
operating room.

You are driving at night without the lights on.

A streetlight beams straight into your bedroom at night.
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i © The Woman in White, by Wilkie Collins, retold by Anne Collins.
Penguin Readers, 2000,
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