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||{%40I§l] Social Media Language Learning

XEESEERIE  O0>3-7, E—4— D. (EEEY)

Trying to learn another language can often be
difficult when you do not live in a place where that
language is spoken. On the one hand, you rarely
have an opportunity to meet people who speak the
language that you are trying to learn. On the other
hand, even when you do meet someone, you may
not be able to build up enough courage to speak to
them because you're worried that you may
embarrass yourself by making a simple mistake, or
that you may not be able to understand the other
person.

As a language teacher, though, I've noticed that
getting an opportunity to use the language that you
are learning has become much easier with the rising [
popularity of social media. With social media sites
like Facebook, Twitter, tumblr, and others like them,
it has become much easier to find ways to use the languages that you are trying to learn.

For example, people who want to learn English can search for Twitter groups that are devoted to English
language learning and follow them.*1 Or people wanting to learn German can search on Facebook for pages that
have been created for people trying to learn German.*2 In doing this, learners can find a place where they can
participate in real interactions in the languages they are trying to learn with people who either speak the language
or are also trying to learn the language. Doing this allows them to use the language meaningfully without needing
to worry about embarrassing themselves. What's more, it gives learners an opportunity to meet people from many
different places. So they can find out about different cultural events and practices from all over the world while also
practing using the language that they are working hard to learn.

Finally, instead of just looking for pages devoted to studying the languages they want to study, learners can
instead search for things they are interested in, using the languages they are trying to learn. So if a someone
learning French is interested in movies, that person might go to Facebook and type in "j'aime cinéma" (I love
movies) in the search box. Finding a page in French devoted to movies would allow this person to interact with
other French speakers/learners in French about their own interests.*3

Link
*1. http://twitter.com/englishE_L_L

*2. http://www.facebook.com/germanlanguagelearning

*3. http://www.facebook.com/jaime.lecinemalatino
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Dear Tonje,

I hope you don’t mind my sending you this e-mail message out of the blue. I was a Japanese

boy who went to Agassiz School in Cambridge, Massachusetts (3rd and 4th grade) around 1969-

1970. I hope you remember me.

I still remember my childhood days in Cambridge once in a while. I felt nostalgic when I

remembered about you, and tried some Googling. I found your photo and your e-mail address at

a hospital website in Norway. It seems that you have become a doctor! I remember you as being

smart and as a girl getting good grades, so it doesn’t quite come as a surprise!

I also remember you as being very nice and kind and helpful to me, when I first visited the

States and did not understand a word of English. I still remember a scene in the Agassiz

schoolyard, where you put a long stick and a short stick on the ground and told me, “Pick up the

long stick.” I did, and you cheered me, “Very good, Hiroshi!”

As a result of your being nice and kind to me (and also of your being pretty!), I remember




developing a fond feelings toward you. But the problem with a boy of that age is that he often

expresses his fond feelings in exactly the wrong way. I think I said and did some nasty things to

you, and as a result it seemed to me like you developed a dislike for me.

I remember the day when I was leaving Agassiz; everybody gathered around me to tell me that

they were going to miss me, except for you who stayed away from the crowd. (I felt a bit sad

deep down inside!)

I studied linguistics in college and at graduate school, and now I am a university professor in

Tokyo. I presented a paper at the University of Tromsg in Norway in 2007 (It was such a long

way from Japan!), and I was a visiting scholar at Harvard (just like my father was 40 years ago!)
in 2009 - 2010.

I would be delighted if I could hear from you; if you could tell me about your life after your

childhood days in Cambridge. I am sincerely hoping that you will read this message from me, and

that I will hear from you before long!

With warmest regards,

Hiroshi Hasegawa

Professor, Senshu University
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