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Jeffrey C. Fryckman (3L E[BhZ$Z)

Today there is a vast amount of information on the Internet that can be accessed
instantly and easily. One area of this information that can be of great fun and use to
more advanced learners of English, and to those who have jobs or careers that
require a contemporary, up—to—date, and high—level vocabulary, or a specialized,
jargon—oriented vocabulary, are the numerous sites that list and explain new words in
English or new uses of English words. These sites are sometimes operated by
dictionary companies, and charge a fee to access most of their information, though
they often have sample or example entries for free. However, there are also other
sites operated by professors, student groups, and hobbyists that are free. On these
sites you can get the latest English words, terms and phrases, expand your
vocabulary, and learn new and different usages for words you may think you already
know.

Two examples of such sites are New Words in English

(http://www.owlnet.rice.edu/ ling215/NewWords/) and The Word Spy
(http://www.wordspy.com/). On these sites there are alphabetical indexes and search
functions. You can browse through the lists of new words/meanings, or search for a
specific word you saw in a newspaper or heard on television, but aren’t sure of its
meaning. An example, from New Words in English is the now—common e—mail/memo
term "BTW,” which stands for “by the way.” Another term on this site is “going
postal,” which means “to lose control” or “go insane,” and is derived from the cases
of post office workers killing their fellow employees due to stress.

From The Word Spy, there are several entries that might interest Japanese people.
One is a new meaning/use for the word “samurai.” It is used do describe “a
computer hacker hired to legally infiltrate corporate computer systems for legitimate
reasons.” Another is the new word “Jappening,” which is a compound of “Japan” and
“happening,” and is defined as “of, or relating to, stylish designs and products from
Japan.” And finally, Japanese readers might be surprised that a word originally coined
in Japan — “skinship” — has entered use in international English.

These are examples from but two of the sites you can find on the Internet by simply
typing “new words” into your favorite search engine.
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