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“Otaku” Research: Past, Present and Future

A wt— : Although often historically associated with fans of science fiction and sci-fi
anime such as Space Battleship Yamato and Mobile Suit Gundam, these were not the
primary focus of the critique that formulated “otaku” as a label in the pages of Manga
Burikko in 1983. Rather, it was men — and male fans of manga/anime-style, cute-girl
characters specifically — that were associated with imagined excesses and perversions
and hence labeled “otaku.” Through a close reading of the four entries in the “Otaku’
Research” column published between June and December 1983, the presentation
highlights the subtext of “otaku” as an anxiety about failed men.
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Patrick W. Galbraith is a Lecturer in the School of International Communication at Senshii
University in Tokyo. He holds a Ph.D. in Information Studies from the University of Tokyo and a Ph.D.
in Cultural Anthropology from Duke University. His recent publications include Otaku and the
Struggle for Imagination in Japan (Duke University Press, 2019), AKB48 (Bloomsbury, 2019) and

Erotic Comics in Japan: An Introduction to Eromanga (Amsterdam University Press, 2020).
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