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The lecture examined the problems of crime and harm in Britain. It used a
perspective known as ‘zemiology’ that Dr. Pantazis had been developing with her
colleagues from the United Kingdom. Zemiology comes from the Greek word ‘zemia’
meaning harm. The perspective developed from disillusionment with the discipline of
criminology for its narrow focus on certain types of crime at the exclusion of other
serious forms of harm. A zemiological perspective encourages an inter-disciplinary
approach (drawing on health, criminology, sociology, international relations,
geography, for example) in order to capture the full range of harms that individuals
experience during their life-course.

The lecture began by providing some background on the zemiological approach. It
then focused on four themes relating to crime and harm in Britain. First, it illustrated
the dominance of crime in political, public and cultural spheres. This dominance is
discussed in terms of Britain’s obsession with crime. Second, it demonstrated the
reality of the situation by examining national and international crime data.
Notwithstanding the limitations of the data sources, there appears to have been a
dramatic fall in the crime over the last decade or so. Yet, the public’s perception is of
rising crime levels. Taking the example of homicide, the third part of her talk
compared this ‘deadly’ harm with other situations which result in death. Despite their
prevalence, they do not get nearly the same amount of public and political attention as
homicide. The final part of the talk focused on the cost of this crime obsession — in

terms of the human, financial and civil liberty cost.
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