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A Proposal for Women’s Studies Education
- Introducing an university lecture based on sexuality -

HIROKO HIROSE

This paper proposes a new direction for the Women’s Studies program by introduc-
ing a feminism-oriented lecture titled 'Phases of Sexuality’ being given to undergradu-

ate students at Senshu University in Tokyo.

What prompts this course of lectures are newly rising suggestive questions, which
have been, and are, challenging the traditional feminist view. The questions of
transgenderism and transsexualism, as well as that of sex workers’ working conditions,
are indispensable. These questions have emerged before traditional problems are solved.

The key concept which highlights and illustrates them is ’'sexuality’.

Traditional feminism has been employing notions of male domination together
with men-women sexual ‘dualism’ when gender and sexuality problems are examined.
Solutions therefore tend to be directed towards either an equal gender relationship or
a satisfactory relationship between two sexes. This way should still be effective for

some scenes while the new types of questions lie beyond this.

Feminism preferably defines sexualities in the framework of right-wrong or good-
bad aspect. The effort to accuse pornography and sex in the market place, defining
them as ‘bad’, is a typical case. This means should not be understood as a general in-
terpretation of sexuality but as a strategic method for political change. What has to
be realised is the fact that sexuality does not fit into and work in the dimension of
right-wrong aspect. We only define some forms of this as right and others as wrong.
The criteria which have been employed by the traditional feminism is one way of defi-

nition.

Topics well understood with the concept of sexuality should widen the aspect of
Women’s Studies to cover such issues of uncertain identity of being a woman or a man

as well as toughness even under equal relationships.
The table of contents is as follows,

I Introduction
Il The aspect of sexuality in Women’s Studies

1 The trend of organising Women's Studies courses for university education in



Japan
2 Suggestive new questions
3 ‘Gender’ andvs. ‘Sexuality’
il The lecture
1 Outline of the lecture design
2 Some discussions held in the lecture
(1) Defining Sex, or Women and Men
(2) Defining Romantic Love emotion
(3) Unsuccessful proving of heterosexuality
(4) Role of relativistic understanding
IV Conclusion
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