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DECORATED BY THE MIKADO.

Colonel Cockerill went to Japan as correspondent of the Herald in February, 1895, and his
work there immediately attracted world wide attention. His despatches and letters in the
Herald on China, Japan and Corea, and the stirring events of the last year in those countries,
were read with intense interest not only by the general public, but by members of the various
legations in this country and in Europe.

In recognition of his distinguished services, in giving to the civilized world an absolutely
impartial history of the happenings in Japan, the Emperor of that country, in February last,
conferred upon him the Third Order of the Sacred Treasure, an honor seldom accorded to
foreigners, and never before bestowed on a newspaper correspondent. Count Ito on behalf of
the Emperor, handed the decoration to Colonel Cockerill before he left Japan, and a special
Ambassador delivered an address®.

The Herald of October 24, 1895, published a notable tribute to Colonel Cockerill’s work for
the Herald in the Orient from M. Ganesco, a distinguished French correspondent of the Paris



Figaro in the Far East, and one of the two French journalists who followed the China-Japanese
war from beginning to end. M. Ganesco addressed a long letter to the Herald, from which we
extract the following generous paragraphs of a colleague’s appreciation:—

M. GANESCO’S TRIBUTE TO COLONEL COCKERILL.

“I think it would be difficult to conceive of a more distinguished journalist, a more charming
writer, or a more fascinating story teller. I am not surprised if Colonel Cockerill is at present
the most popular foreigner in Japan. Ce diable d’homme has the gift, as none other has, of
attaching himself to those who come in contact with him. He is a personal freind of all the
Japanese Ministers and the confidant of many of their secret thoughts. He is always at the right
spot at the right moment. Thus, four days before the official world had knowledge of it, he
was able to send the news of the assassination of the Queen of Korea. Colonel Cockerill enjoys

in Japan uncontested authority. (f%m%) 7
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Mr.K . Tsudzuki, private secretary to the Marquis Yamagata, was as much disturbed by
the report of Colonel Cockerill’s death as his chief. He said:— “I never met him personally,
but my father-in-law, Count de Inouye, knew him well. The Count was Minister Plenipoten-
tiary to Korea when Colonel Cockerill was in that country. They met frequently.Count de
Inouye regarded him as a sincere friend of the Japanese; one who sent accurate reports abroad
as to what they were striving to do. The last week that Colonel Cockerill was there the Count
sent to him an invitation to dine. Colonel Cockerill was suffering from a complaint with his

eyes. The day suddenly became cold. He was forced to send his regrets. My respected father

-in-law never saw him again.

“In Japan the death of Colonel Cockerill will be regretted. Our country has felt that the
sympathies of the American people have always been with us. Colonel Cockerill represented
the American people. He had the confidence of the Japanese people. His death is a loss to us
and must be also to the Americans, with whom we are one. They were, in a way, our godfathers

years ago, when we became a nation.”
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O(NY Herald Oct.14, 1895, p.7.)
THE INTERCEPTED NEWS. Details of the Murder of the Corean Queen Last Tuesday
Morning. [BY THE COMMERCIAL CABLE TO THE HERALD.]
The Herald’s European edition publishes the following from its correspondent : —

SEOUL, Corea, Oct.10, 1895. -The palace was broken into on Tuesday morning at five
o’ clock by a body of Corean troops and a band of Japanese Soshi in civilian dress.

The colonel in command of the troops, on refusing to enter the palace, was killed, and a

number of the palace guards were slain.
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010,710 —10,14 The Intercepeted News. Details of the murder of the Corean
Queen last Tuesday morning.

®@10/12 —11,/16 Seoul At The Queen’s Death. Colonel Cockerill sends a
striking letter descvibing the excitement in Corvea’s capital .

®10/12 —11,/18 Audience With Corea’s King.

®10,713 —10,14 How The Queen Was Murdered. Colonel Cockerill
describes the coup d’Etat in the kingdom of Corea.

®10/14 —11,/18 Talk with Viscount Miura. Clolonel Cockerill convinced that
the new Japanese minister is not the man for the post.

®10,/14 —11,/19 History From The Orient.

@®10,716 —10,17 Queen Killed By The Japanese. Corea’s crown prince secret-
ly sends from the palace a description of the assassins.

®10/17 —11,/21 Corea’s Second Royal Heir . Remarkable stovy of an eastern
prince and the perils which beset him .

®10,/18 —11,/15 Japan And Corvean Crisis. Generval Dye criticised .

10,21 —10,22 Corea’s King Afraid. Believes his life to be in danger at the
hands of the Tai Won Kun.

W10,/22 —11,/26 The Chess Board Of The Orient. Colonel Cockerill treats the
Corean crime as the beginning of a new eva.

10,724 —10,26 Inouye Goes To Corea. Sent as Japan’s special ambassader
to the hermit kingdom.

@10,727 —10,28 Miura’s Arrest In Japan. Colonel Cockerill telegraphs that
it is justified by the facts known in Corea.

@10,°28 —11,/27 Russia’s Inflence In Covea. Japan’s arvest of ex—minister
Miura and despatch of Count Inouye wise movements .

®11/ 3 —12/ 5 Count Inouye Talks On Corea. Japan’s special ambassador to
the hermit kingdom states his views to Colonel Cockerill.
Full justice to be done.
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The Japanese entered the Queen’s room and killed the Queen, the Minister of the household

and three women. The bodies were taken outside and burned.
The Japanese troops were at the palace, but took no part in the proceedings.

Tai Won Kun, the King’s father, reached the palace soon after the assault and assumed the

chief authority. He is now dictator and is known to have been in the plot.



The pro-Japanese party are in control. Many of the Queen’s party have been arrested and
many more have fled.

It is believed that the Queen Dowager was killed last night and that the King will be forced
to abdicate.

Guards from the United States war ship Yorktown and a Ruissian cruiser at Chemulpo have
been ordered up. '

Great excitement prevails.It is thought that the butchery will hasten action on the part of
Russia. JOHN A. COCKERILL
@ (NY Herald Oct.14, 1895, p.7)

HOW THE QUEEN WAS MURDERED. Colonel Cockerill Describes the Coup d’Etat in the
Kingdom of Corea. [BY THE COMMMERCIAL CABLE TO THE HERALD. ]
The Herald’s European edition publishes the following from its correspondent : —

SEOUL, Corea, Oct.13, 1895. -I sent a message to the Herald on the 10th inst., giving
details of the murder of the Queen of Corea and outbreak of the revolution in that country,
but it was interdicted at Tokyo. The officials now apologize for its non-transmission.

The plot to kill the Queen was made by Corean friends of Tai Won Kun and an irresponsible
Japanese Soshi.

The Japanese troops were at the palace gates when the butchery took place. Tai Won Kun
was also brought to the palace shortly after the assault.

There is nothing to show that the Japanese Minister had any knowledge of the plot.

The King is now a prisoner and his father has been proclaimed dictator. A new Cabinet has
been constituted of pro-Japanese elements.

The Queen’s officials have fled or are in hinding.

Appeals have been issued to the Coreans to rise and expel the Japanese.

Marine guards from the United States cruiser Yorktown are protecting the Legation.

A Japanese Soshi has been arrested for the murder of the Queen.

JOHN A. COCKERILL
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@ (NY Herald, Nov.16, 1895, p.9)

SEOUL AT THE QUEEN’S DEATH. Colonel Cockerill Sends a Striking Letter Describing the
Excitement in Corea’s Capital. [SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THE HERALD]
SEOUL, Corea, Oct.12, 1895.-. (&) . . ... ...
A PESTILENTIAL CAPITAL.

I arrived in Chemulpo on Monday last, and on Wednesday evening reached the “foul and

pestilential” collection of hovels known as Seoul by the overland route, walking most of the



way . On the way up I received the first news of the revolution, which had taken place the night
before, through a wild story told by a man with a pack train to my guide. Upon reaching the
capital I found everybody in a state of apprehension, and a practical reign of terror in and
around the palace. The filthy strets(sic) were filled with excited people, and the four thousand
or five thousand soldiers of the new Corean army were much in evidence. The palace had been
broken into by a mob early on Tuseday morning. After the killing of a few of the guards, the
Minister of the Household had been slain, the Queen had been murdered along with three of
attendants, the King had been overcome and his usurping old father was practically at the head
of affairs. Government officials were being removed and arrested, and many of them were
fleeing or hiding—especially those known to be the firmest adherents of the late Queen’s party.
AT THE AMERICAN LEGATION.

At the United States Legation I found Dr.H.N.Allen, secretary, in charge, Minister Sill
being absent in Japan on vacation. He had a number of frightened proscribed officials hidden
away on his premises, they having appealed to him for refuge. Naturally his anxiety was
great. Dr.Allen is an Ohio man, who came out here some twelve years ago as a mission
physician. Through his skill and some wonderful cures he became medical adviser to the Queen
and he accompanied one of the Corean Embassies to the United States some years ago. He is
now secretary to the United States Legation and Charge d’Affaires. He is a man of literary
tastes, and is the best informed foreigner in Corea to-day. With Mr. Allen and Mr. Waeber,
the Russian Minister, I visited the palace, and there found General Dye, another Ohio man,
who has been in Corea for eight years as militaly instructor, and who has lived inside the
palace walls for fourteen months. I also met there General Legendre, a soldier of our civil
war, now adviser to the Crown. They were much perturbed.

The spacious palace grounds were pretty well filled with slouchy Corean soldiers, but
everything was quiet and peaceful. The air of neglect and decay, the ill kept roadways, the
shabby but once gaudy structures, made a painful impression upon my mind. After deligent
inquiry I learned the salient facts of the tragedy, which bids fair to have a stupendous effect
upon the destinies of Corea. They are as follows:—

STORY OF THE TRAGEDY.

Some weeks ago the soldiers of one of the Corean regiments, now drilled and handled by
Japanese instractors, had a difficulty with the native constabulary, and in the melee a number
of the latter were killed. There was talk of disbanding the regiment, and, under pretence of
petitioning the King to withhold his wrath, the regiment was marched to the palace on Tuesday
morning last at the unseemly hour of five o’clock. In Corea the bulk of official bussiness is
transacted in the night time, and this early call may not have been amiss. Arrived at the palace
gates, a conciderable body of Japanese in civilian dress was found. An attack was made upon
the guards, most of whom fled in the most cowardly manner, though several were killed. The
colonel of the regiment, seeing that mischief was intended, tried to keep his troops from
entering within the walls, and was promptly attacked by the band of Japanese assassins and

slain.



A portion of the troops and the Japanese conspirators then rushed into the palace, and,
forcing the King’s apartments, pretended him with a document which they ordered him to sign.
It was a document divorcing and repudiating his Queen. The King, with a degree of heroism
not hitherto ascribed to him, refused his signature and declared that he would be hacked to
pieces rather than give his signature to such a paper.

The bloody assassins then proceeded to the Queen’s apartments, after slaying the Minister
of the Household, who impeded their progress, and found unfortunate woman in the company
of three court ladies. She protested that she was only a visitor to the palace, but the brutes
stabbed her to death, and, not knowing Her Majesty well, they cruelly butchered her three
attendants to make sure that their horrible mission had been executed. The bodies were hastily
rolled in blankets and carried to a small grove adjacent to the palace, saturated with petroleum
and cremated. All of this had been carefully planned.

THE TAI-WON-KUN (&)
THE AMERICAN, GENERAL DYE.

General Dye, who was inside his quarters in the palace, and who was roughly used by the
mob, told me that, having had some misgivings in the early part of the night that trouble was
brewing, he took a look around about three o’clock in the morning, and then saw Japanese
troops scattered around the rear walls. He saw the band of assassins which invaded the Queen’s
quarters. It was composed of Japanese in European dress, each member carring a sword. He
saw men with them whom he recognized as correspondents of certain Tokyo newspapers,
notebook in hand, thus demonstrating that the bloody plot had been hatched under Japanese
auspices. General Dye further informed me that it was not more than thirty minutes from the
time that the firing began at outer walls before he saw the Tai Won Kun entering the royal
inclosure under the escort of regular Japanese soldiers. All the facts that I have been able to
gather point to the use of the wicked old Tai Won Kun by an organized association of the
Japanese Soshi and adventurers in compassing the death of the Queen, long recognized as the
foe of Japan and the semi-ally of Russia. There is no reason to believe that Count Inouye had

even an inkling of this shameful conspiracy. (%)
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® (NY Herald, Nov.19, 1895.p.9)

HISTORY FROM THE ORIENT. Colonel Cockerill Has Something to Say About the Ways
of Japanese Officials. [SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THE HERALD.]

SEOUL, Corea, Oct. 14, 1895.-In my letter of the 12th inst. mention was made of the stoppage
of my telegrams to the Herald at Nagasaki, because they contained some plain statements of
facts unpleasant to the Japanese. This matter being carried to Tokyo, Ireceived at two o’clock
yesterday morning the following telegraphic message:—

“TOKYO, Oct. 12, 1895. Profoundly surprised and regret stoppage of your telegram to the
Herald. The Minister of Communications joins me. He immediately instructed telegrph agents
to forward your despatches entire. He requests me to inform you semi-officially of this fact. If
any complaint wire me. Oblige me by wiring for my own information the results of your
observation, without reserve, about present complication. Said that actual Japanese were
assailants of the palace. This has caused grave anxiety on part of government. If actual
Japanese, none but low, irresponsible soshi, hired by originators of the plot. Government
determined to make thorough investigation. No desire to conceal facts. Criticise without
reserve. Government taking vigorous measures. BARON ITO.”

THE STOPPAGE OF DESPATCHES.

Baron Ito is the secretary of the Imperial Cabinet. The interdiction placed upon my des-
patches was the work of a superserviceable agent of the telegraph in Nagasaki, who, Ilearn,
has been properly reprimanded. Baron Ito has telegraphed me that Minister Miura’s des-
patches concerning the massacre of the 8th instant have lacked clearness. I am not surprised,
for the Minister, as will be seen by my interview with him, had not reached a stage of clear
understanding as late as the 13th. Procurator Komura should reach Seoul to-night to begin his
investigation, and when he gets to work the Minister may form some conception of what has
taken place here within the past week under his very nose. The Japanese officials, I fear, are
making the same mistake that was made at the time of the Port Arthur affair. Instead of telling
the truth and thus putting an end to faleshoods and exaggerations, they are inclined to conceal
and deny. The worse the facts the more emphatic should be the Japanese government’s
condemnation and repudiation of those of its nationals who are involved in the deplorable
affair. (#:m%)
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COLONEL COCKERILL REPORTS TO TOKYO.

By request of Baron Ito, Secretary of the Imperial Cabinet, I to-day telegraphed him in
Tokyo a full acount of the situation here and gave the facts touching the assassination of the
Queen as they have come to me from the best sources. He has asked me to lay before the
Japanese investigator, upon his arrival, all the facts that have come into my possession. The
Japanese government seems greatly distressed over the occurrences. I have advised, at Baron
Ito’s suggestion, that the usurping Tai Won Kun be expelled from the palace and the King

resorted to his full authority upon the guarantee that a Cabinet will be formed which will not
be unfriendly to Japan.
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@(NY Herald, Oct.17, 1895.p.9)

QUEEN KILLED BY JAPANESE. Corea’s Crown Prince Secretely Sends from the Palace a
Description of the Assassins. [BY THE COMMERCIAL CABLE TO THE HERALD. ]

The Herald’s European edition publishes the following cable despatch from Colonel Cockerill,
who is now in Corea:—

SEOUL, Corea, Oct.16, 1895. -The Crown Prince, who was with the Queen when she was
murdered, has secretely sent from the palace a statement giving a description of the assassins,
by which they are identified as Japanese.

I have personal assurance from the Japanese government that every guilty person will be
punished.

The plot originated with disgraced Corean officials, who employed Japanese Soshi and
corrupted the Japanese troops.

I have a statement of the colonel of the palace body guards, who saw the Japanese assassins
enter the Queen’s apartment with swords. He afterward saw them burning the body.

Proofs are said to exist connecting the Japanese Minister with the plot.

Procurator Kamura and a Commission have arrived from Japan to investigate the outbreak.
There have been more arrests of Japanese soshi.

Japanese have been forbidden to come to Corea without the consent of the Japanese
authorities.

The usurper, Tai Won Kun, issues a proclamation saying he is in the palace to secure
peace. The Cabinet is not recognized and is falling to pecies.

Six official refugees in the United States Legation. The flagship Baltimore is coming to
Chemulpo and a Russian fleet is expected. JOHN A.COCKERILL.
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COUNT INOUYE TALKS ON COREA. Japan’s Special Ambassador to the Hermit Kingdom
States His Views to Colonel Cockerill. [SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THE HERALD. ]
SEOUL, Corea, Nov.3, 1895. -Much to the relief of everybody-especially the royal prisoner
in the palace-Count Inouye arrived here on November 1. I went to Chemulpo to meet him, and
was put on board his steamer from the United States steamship Yorktown, at the moment she
dropped anchor. I had some important letters for him, and it was deemed essential that I
should see him before any of the representatives of the usurper’s government could have access
to him. After reading my despatches the Count gave me a half hour’s interview. He was
specially interested in the latest phase of the political situation, as I presented to him. He was
most anxious to know the attitude of the foreign representatives in Seoul toward the new so-
called Cabinet of Corea. I informed him that, not one of them as yet recognized the revolution-
ary cabal, and that, so far asI known, no civilized government would give the slightest heed
to the Ministry of November 8, composed as it was of conspirators and criminals, led by a
usurper with no more claim to the exercise of power than the royal chairbearer.
DETERMINED TO DO JUSTICE.

The Count wished to know whether the arrest of ex-Minister Miura and thirty-six of the
Japanese conspirators upon their arrival in Japan had not had a reassuring effect in foreign
circles in Seoul. I informed him that this act had changed the entire tone of the foreign legations,
being, as it was, an earnest of determination of the Japanese government to not only repudiate
and execrate the bloody performance of October 8, but to hunt down and punish her nationals
who were so largely responsible for it. The Count declared with emphasis that not a Japanese
criminal, from Miura to the most insignificant soldier in command, would be permitted to
escape. He said that he came to Corea, not as Minister, but as a special Ambassador to the
King, and, that his function would be advisory and investigatory rather than executive. He
realized how terribly this murder of the Queen and the placing of the Tai Won Kun at the head
of the government of Corea would injure Japan in the estimation of the foreign world, seeing
that Japan’s Minister, troops and vagabond citizens were so shamefully involved, and he was
determined to do whatever lay in his power to convince mankind that his government thorough-
ly abhorred and repudiated the shameful deed. While Japan was engaged in ferreting out and
punishing her unworthy sons he saw how difficult it would be to induce Corea to punish her
criminals, seeing that the present Cabinet was made up of conspirators and all power at present
in the hands of the revolutionists.

I showed him a list of the new Ministers, all but one a conspirator, and he studied it with
much gravity. Most of them he knew. Several of them had been formaely active Japanese
adherents. Count Inouye seemed impressed with the idea that the duty of restoring the status
and turning the usurping Tai-Won-Kun out of the palace would devolve upon Japan, but he



also appreciated the delicacy of the situation. He said that the King’s father had a strong
following, chiefly because he had long been engaged in fighting the Queen and her detested Min
party, and that as he was now recognized as the power within the palace, to turn him out
precipitately might result in further revolutionary disturbance. This he most anxiously desired
to avoid.

TO INSURE PERMANENT PEACE.

The Count said that the time had arrived when something should be done to insure the
permanent peace and development of Corea. He had thought of every possible plan. If Japan
could not be permitted to carry out the work of reform which she had marked out for Corea,
because of the jealousy or the supposed interests of Russia, then the Powers should take the
matter in hand. He had thought of a Corea headed by a rightful ruler and a fair minded
Ministry, advised by two commissioners-one a Japanese and the other a Russian-a sort of joint
supervision. This could only be made possible through the action of the Powers, and a
guarantee upon their part that no undue advantage would be given to either country. This
would be something like a return to the old Japanese-Chinese dual supervision, but under much

more favorable auspices. (#%1%)
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JAPAN’S POLICY IN COREA. Impossible to Understand the Curious Policy of the Islanders
in the Land of Calm. [SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THE HERALD.]

TOKYO, Japan, Jan.14, 1896.- I feel sure that I shall never be quite able to understand the
devious policy pursued by Japan in Korea, though some portions of it are rather obvious. A
short time ago we heard that while there had been no public investigation in Seoul of the palace
revolution of October 8, the actual butcherers of the Queen had been discovered. Strange to
say, they were Koreans. Although the Japanese swordsmen who killed the Queen escaped to
Chemulupo on the day following the crime and were subsequently arrested and held in
Hiroshima, it was possible nearly three months afterward to fasten the killing upon three
miserable Koreans. I have given in former letters the proofs now in the possesion of the Russian
and American Ministers, establishing very clearly the guilty of the Japanese. Important among
the affidavits and statements is that of the Crown Prince, who was in his mother’s chamber
when the furious assassins entered it. He testified that these men spoke in Japanese language,
and he described them so accurately that they were easily located as among the first of the
fugitives. All the evidence was corroborative.

Now, we are told that the man who actually killed the Queen was a Korean nobody, namesd
Boku Sen. He was employed in the family of a Japanese resident. He was only twenty-six
years old. (Hmg)

A RIDICULOUS TRIAL.

It will be borne in my mind that the Court, which tried, condemned and executed these
alleged assassins, is composed of persons who were elevated to office by the usurping Tai-
Won-Kun, who took possession of the palace immediately following the butchery of the Queen.
He was in partnership with the Japanese conspirators. Of course, the civilized world will look
upon this barbaric farce with loathing and disgust, the more especially, when it will be seen
that in due time the real criminals, now held at Hiroshima, will be one by one released. It is
surprising that Marquis Ito, who is a man of force and knowledge of the world, can be found
supporting such a policy-such a blind, mistaken policy. It is of a piece, however, of all of
Japan’s dealing with Korea. While Japan displays intelligence and honesty in her relations with
all the civilized world, her methods in Korea have been, inthe main, grossly stupid, ofttimes

cruel and criminal and unfailingly misguided.
JAPAN AS AN OSTRICH.



The policies of such men as Count Inouye have not been accepted-at least not followed.
Perhaps Korea deserves no better treatment, but why do Japanese statemen persist in thinking
that their record in Korea is not subject to the revision of an intelligent mankind ? It is possible
that there are people in Seoul who are so ignorant of meteorological conditions that they do not
know when it rains, and who are destitute of that sence which would suggest shelter in a time
of sudden precipitation, but I question whether even these people can be induced to acquiesce
in the present attempted pervision of history by the Japanese. Assuredly the Japanese govern-
ment should put a stop to the attempts made by certain of its subjects in Korea to excite
hostility against certain foreign representatives, whose only offence is that they have knowl-

edge of the hideous facts connected with the murderous conspiracy of October 8.
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No Japanese subject has been punished for participation in the murderous assault upon the
royal palace on the 8th of October, beyond a few weeks’ detention while the affair was“blowing
over.” Nobody will be punished. The Japanese government, therefore, indorses all that its
subjects did in connection with that shocking crime. It has not even reprimanded the partici-

pants so far as known, I wonder what impression the Japanese statesmen have of the way in

which the civilized peoples of the earth accept these doleful facts ?
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Losing no time, Allen sent a flood of telegrams and letters on to Washington. He minced no
words. “The leaders were the Japnese, ” he said ; the “murderers were Japanese in civilian
dress.” The legation was involved, “no doubt” of that; evidence of Miura’s participation
was “overwhelming.” (Harrington, F.H., God, Mammon and the Japanese, The Univ.
of Winsconsin press, 1944.p.273.)
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