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(1) sEnLHIz, RXEBIFTE

The national enemy was, of course, Oyo. This became an established fact in 1708,

when, after a twenty-three years’ effort, Dahomey succeeded in destroying the Wemenou.
(24)
(GE2) 3z,

No prospect of additional profit through the sale of slaves would induce the King to spare

a single victim from. the number required. (35)
GE3) E,

One cannot ignore the possibility that a sociological element was at work, namely, a
predominance of female characteristics. We refuse to attempt to appraise the relative
weight of the physical and the cultural factors that might have been operative. The fact
is that in very few communities of atate level were women called upon to play so large a
part in services vital to functioning of the polity. The gifts of the female sex for absorbing
detail, retaining information on facts of everyday life in which commonsense is anchored,
have been tested and not found wanting. (56)

(GE4) F3,

In the absence of statisical data we are reduced to gauging success and failure by the

economic historian’s customary markers of social welfare or its opposite. Social

equilibrium, a stable stadard of life or, alternatively, famine, depopulation, and civil

commotion are such indicators. (A vital seismograph of monetized economies is the degree



of the stability of the currency.——Z D#i5 3 iRE THEE X 11 Tv» 5——) Though only

partially monetized, Dahomey’s massive foreign trade exposed its exchanges to an unusu-

ally strenuous test. But how, without an equilibrating mechanism as represented by the

market system, .could stable exchanges be maintained in peace and war over more than a
century ? The rigid structural solidity of the archaic economy must appear at this atage
of our analysis as the alternative to equilibrating devices. (95)
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weeks) #% < THIASEH[—HE] GRES6E, UTHE) 24> Twiz), [AE] (meal) »°[H
) (83) k-7 0T 5L, [+&ethk] (theentire society) |3 [&fkEFHHS] (85) 0%
FEZBEVSTLBETH B,

(GE6) KL,

In Dahomey, the comnpound is the residence of most male members of the agnatic

descent group that Herskovits terms the “sib.” (10)

GET7) 2 2ITEBLEOHIER S, ZBXXHFn v 7 ) Ty FERIETAEBICOWTIE,
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(GE8) T4 7HRICDWTIE, BERFDEHFRHKD THRIC & 5,

C(FE9) B

It was a voluntary association whose mombers were bound in blood-brotherhood to help

one another in the performance of certain obligations, as well as various social occasions.
(66)

(G£10) 295 LA OBRIIT 7V A0DEMICR SN B, 72 & ZIFET 7 ') 77 DDlood-
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(GE12) JR3Z,

Private persons were permitted to grow pepper on a quota basis, each owner of a field



being allowed the number of pepper plants that would yield one raffia sack of pepper for
his own use. (39)
(’E13) R
To place the compound in the frame of the African world, we must realize that as a
pattern of dwelling it is a feature of the land scape in parts of West and Sudanese Africa.
But as the ancestral home of a sib and the scene of its elaborate religious practices,
perhaps nowhere in Africa is the compound more intensely alive than in Dahomey.
Three features are therefore fused here. (72)

(3¥14) J. Lombard ‘The Kngdom of Dahomey’ in D. Forde & P.M. Kaberry (eds) “West
African Kingdoms in the Nineteenth Century” Oxford U.P., 1967781 ~82E 1 L 1*86~87
BExZRENzn,

(FE15) g,

Dahomean officials, male and female, high and low are always in pairs. (53)

(3£16) g,

The startling device of relying on the duality of sexes was carried out with thoroughness.

In the royal administrative system everything went by pairs and even multiple pairs. First
of all, every official in the kingdom had his female counterpart, or “mother,” resident in
the royal compaund. Within the palace, then, the king had a complete counterpart of the
administrative apparatus throughout the kingdom. (54)

(GE17) TR,

Dual organization existed also throughout the army. The army was divided into two

wings, the right and the left, and within each wing into a male and female part. (55)

(RE18) JR3L,

Symmetry, comprising all organs of the state from the body of the field army down to

its least unit, could scarcely exist unless it was due to an ingrained culture unit. The

predilection for twos left its stamps on the semantics of kinship, the organization of the

pantheon, and the order of everyday soothsaying. This pursuance of a dual notion

extending from the cosmos to the microcosmos of the community did not stop even at the

person of the monarch. Kingship itself was “twin.” (56))

(RE19) &R A DFEFUC DTS, FIERERE [7 7 ) A o AIHEE) [CHREREE, 196505 5
IR AV E L HTH Y, P. Mercier ‘The Fon of Dahomey’ in (ed) D. Forde “African
World” Oxford U.P., 19544 &K% R 5 I1CI3ETH 5,

(RE20) R,



Fa was as good as a home medicine in religious practice. It kept a man in touch with his

Destiny : a variant of Fate which is not wholly unapprochable to ordinary man. The

layman also can acquire some knowledge of fa and explore his Destiny himself. (78)
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