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but nobody was
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Recently I was in London to see the

New Year Fireworks show. There was a

some were taking photographs; and Another example was at Christmas;

many were getting drunk. Everybody

around me seemed to be speaking a

kinds of things: some were singing;
different language,

words [ heard in over two hours in a

huge crowd and people were doing all
speaking English. The only English

important to understand that

So what does all this mean for a
teacher of English? It suggests that it

is
cultures, and languages, are always

changing. There is no point in teaching

as Big

crowd of over 250,000 people were

shouts of "Happy New Year!”
Ben struck twelve and the fireworks

began.

This experience showed me just how
much the culture of the UK has

(Stephen Ryan)

belong to the past. Language learners

models of language and culture that
need to understand what is happening

now.

it comes to eating. These days hardly

changed since I left. Perhaps [ notice
this changing culture most of all when
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